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ICE your tordlhip had ſo very cons 
rable a Share in the late Debates in 

Houſe) of Peers, in Oppoſition to a 
uſe for the Toleration of the Ariſti- 


Vor of all that believed the Holy Scrip+ 
on Ceed; which I confeſs I had a 
great Hand in OS and recommending, could 


it have been admitted; and in Behalf of a new Atha-, 
Teft. to be laid upon Chriſtians; whereby, 
with the People called Quakers, they were 70 prior 
feſs Faith in Gd the Farber, and in Feſas Chriſt, hi. 
Eternal Son, the Trye. Gd; and in the Holy Spirit; 
One. God Bleſſed for verre: Since your Lordſhip: 
had poke ike Share in 2 late heavy Lmpurggyn 
2 e in the ſame Houſe of * 
3 the Holy Spirit in Doxolo where yet 
Bee 0 ay harder on my Nef, nay indeed 
8. and all the Apoſtles themſelves than on 
n He having only. o the Holy Spi- 
rit in Lis Daxologies ime} bot I, in Imitation 
of thoſe. Ap es dhe 1 ating bim the direg Oh. 
And ſince your ray 


(29 


ſhip's Chaplain, Mr. Seaton, has lately publiſh'd an 

| —_ Eſſay on the Eternity of the Son of God, addreſs'd to 

3 t Laity of this City; and written] muſt confeſs, 

=” inaXool-and ſober Manner; but as it were in Vin- 

f dition of fuch your Loxſhips Proteedings: 1 

think it cannot, on all theſe Accounts, be impro- 

per for me. who fo greatly diſſent from your Lord- 

| hip and your Chaplain in theſe Matters, to addreſs 

25 this Paper to your Lordſhip, and therein to lay be- 

fore. you and the Chriſtian World a fair Collection 

of the ſacred and primitive Teſtimonies concerning 

this important Point; I mean, whether God the 
Father-be the only Eternal Being, the only Eter: 

47 whether the Son and Kol Spirit be alſe 

Etefnal Beings, or be Cocternal With tlie Father, as 

all the real Trinitariant aſſert. I ſay real T rinitarians 

only : for as for the nominal or modal Trinitarians 


334 
. 6 
3 


ſelf” tho rhe Expreſſion be ſomewhat en 
Now: in order to ſatisfy your Lorup and the 
World in this Matter, 1 Hall beg Leave at' preſent: 
a Wave the common Method 'of diſputing, and ar- 
| gain, and pleadivig,/and dtatring uncertain Con- 
'\  fequences dn eit hör Side; aud thalfſer dowh, inſtead 
thereof; a Collection of thoſe: origifial Texrs and 
Teſhimonies which relate tö& this impoftant Do- 
Krise zothat ſd every ohe may, with his own hatu- 
Weechmon Senſe and Judgment, and without Fear 
_ of bei ee upon by aiddern Inferences, im- 
. ally pronggnee on which Side the ſuperibr E- 
Evidence lies. WurLbrüſhip-well knows that Truth 
Zo _- © #betdifcovertby the gpefi;” fair, And lem 
we ef Proceetiifigg"in{Courts of Faſtice;-whett- 
tte Bridence för Fay is mat enquir dt itte And ex- 
3 nd from' Eye and H Witneſſes; or from the 
tttürhehtiek Recerdse th & productin Cort; 
8 2 gil! 6 ' where 
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: XJ') 
where the Judges determine of thoſe'FaQFinrirelf - 
by that original Evidence; 'aiid&wherealFthar ths 
Pleaders allege about thoſe Facts goes for nothing 
any farther than it is thus proved. © Now, what was 
the Doctrine of our Bleſſed Saviour and his Apo- 
ſtles, or what was the Chriſtian Faith in this Mat- 
ter, is certainly at this Day an ancient Fact; and no 


otherwiſe to be now known hut by ancient Evidence, 
primitive Witneſſes, and original Records ſtill re- 
maining. To theſe therefore do I ſolemnly Appeal N 
in the preſent Queſtion; and by theſe and theſe 
only do Þ refolve to be detetmin d therein. And 
this Method is ſo evidently fair and reaſonable, that 
I cannot but hope that your Lordſhip and all. equi. 
table Enquirers will alſo approve of it, and be 
willing to be determin d by it. Nor do I mean this 
with Regard to the preſent Doctrine, ot the real 
and ſtrict Ceternity of the Son and Holy Spirit to 
the Father only; but with Regard to all the like 
controverted Points in Chriſtianity alſo: which 
can, I think, be no other way ſo authentickly, fo ſa- 
tisfactorily, and ſo peaceahly determined among 
Chriſtians as by this Procedure; eſpecially while 
in this Method the Meaning of doubtful Words and 
Phraſes are to be ſtated no otherwiſe than by the 
ancient Uſe of the ſame ; and no modern Diſtincti- 
ons or Evaſions unſupported by Antiquity; will be 
admitted: and where no later Tranſlations will be 
of Weight, any farther than they are ſupported hy 
the primary Senſe of the Original, in the Ages 
wherein the Books themſelves were written. © 
I therefore,” upon this Occaſion, in the moſt pub- 
lick and open = in the Behalf of mx ſelf 
and of others of my Opinion, as to thg now» 
in Diſpute, among us, do, before your Lordſhip; 
and before the Chriſtian World, invite all the ſo- 
* ber and learned Arhanafians to come into this Propo- 
+ ſalz Imean, that omitting all the Paſſions, the Tricks, 
the Subtilties, the Diſtinctions and Evaſions of the 
Pleaders or Diſpaers of tis Nord, they will join 
with us in a calm, a fair an authentick, a friendly, 
and a Chriſtian Examingrion of theſe Points * BY 
AT. "D 2 ble 
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(4) | 


4 Bible and primitive Antiquity ; and in drawifg up; 
87 after ſuch an Examination, an upright, .impartiz], 
and full Collection of all the ancient Texts and Te- 
ſtimonies, before the Days of Athanaſms, which 
concern the ſame; to be by joint Conſent laid be- 
fore the World; with the bare ſumming up the E- 
vidence on both Sides, as the Judges themſelves, do 
in their Courts, without any other Comments or 

| Colours of our own wharſoe ver. | 
=. - Thus, for Example, the whole Chriſtian Church, 
1 My Lord, did ever, and does ſtill unanimoully 
own, that there is but One, Eternal, Omnipotent, 
Inviſible, and Almighty God; the original Cauſe 
and Creator of all other Beings: While many of 
| the Trinizarians now affirm, that the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, taken together, are that One God; 
and we, on the other Side, aſſert that God the Fa- 
ther, and He alone, is that One God. Here, My 
Lord, we inſiſt, that the preſent .Trinitarians may 
produce all thoſe. original Texts of Scripture 
thoſe ancient Creeds, and all thoſe primitive Teſti 
- monies, which affirm the former: and we will be 
oblig d to produce, in the ſame Manner, all thoſe 
4 origihal Texts of Scripture, all thoſe aneiem Creeds, 
„ 2 all thoſe e eee eee the 

latter: And thi 

tie Admiſſion of any novel Diſtinctions, Evaſians, 
orf Inferences, whatſoever :- that ſo Chriſtian, People 
map have the Cauſe wholly betore them, and may 
de enabled to determine fairly and impaxtially on 
which Side rat pn Evidence appears to he: by 
' | which ſuperior. Evidence: all certainly ought to be 
guided in ſuch Matters, And the like Progedure 
AX'vuldizecommend in all parallel Caſes wharſoer 
- ; ver. | er enn 22170 4 11 
And indeed, My Lord, this ſeems to me to be 
the only honeſt and Chriſtian Method of di ſentang : 
ling theſe and the like Points from the Sophiſtry 
of captious Arguments, Replies, and Rejoiuders, 


* 


with which the Writers gt Controverſy do on all 
Sides, more or leſs, peiplex and puzale, but not 
properly ſatisfy their R 


S. And this Method, 


P ae ati td. # i. th. 260 ov” 


is defir'd as to both Stdes,! without 
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I confeſs, My Lord, I have had principally-in my 
Eye from the very Beginning of my Concern in the 
preſent Controverſy; tho the Pamphlets written 
againſt me have ſometimes turn'd me from that my 
main Deſign, and, as it were, forc'd me, in ſome 
Degree, to comply with the common Method. I 
now therefore, My Lord, intend to reaſſume what 
Lat firſt propos d to my ſelf; and, as I have lately, 
which Your Lordſhip will ſee by the enclos'd, lai 
the State of the Old Chriſtian Doxologies before the 
World, exactly as I found it in the New Teſtament, 
and in the moſt early Antiquity ; without pretend- 
ing, from any Reaſonings of my own, to introduce 
one ſingle Form, different from what I there found 
upon Record; So. do There deſign to lay before 
Your Lordſhip-and the World, with equal Fair- 
neſsg what 1 meet with in the firſt Ages concerning 
this impottant Point of the ſtrict Coeternity of the 
Son and Holy Spirit to the Father. I ſay; the ſtrict 
Coeternity only; for as ta the Preexiſtence' of our 
Saviour before all Time; and all Ages, even thoſe 
the Antients called Eternal Times, with St. Paul, or Tit. I. 2. 
p before the World with all its Creatures and Ages be- 
gan, as our Verſion well renders that Paſſage, this 
is not the Queſtion. It being allowed on both Sides: 
„ that this World, with all its Creatures and Ages gg, I. . 
| whatſoever, were made, under the Father, by the 
. Son 3 muſt therefore, of Neceſſity, be before 
the e, without the leaſt Confequence to be 7 
thence deduc'd that he was therefore really eternal, 
or truly coeternal with his Father. | 
N. B. I do not quote the ſmaller Epiſtles of Jone- 
ſius, nor ſome pretended Paſſages out of Hi 
Dionyſias Alexandrinus, Cc. they being li 5 
many Objections as to their Genuingheſs, to bear 
any Weight in this or any ſuch Controverſy hat- 
ſoe ver. Fl ww NI ; | 
1 begin with thoſe Texts {Scripture which 
Your Lordſhip's Chaplain, Mr,Seaton, has cited for 
the Eternity of tte Son : hall ſet them down 
both as they ſtand in our Engliſh Bible, and as they 
mare authentickly appear in the Septuagint Vere 
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ſion, which alone was made Uſe of by Chrift and 
his Apoſtles. To which I ſhall add what other Paſ- 
ſages occur in the Bible or earlieſt Antiquity, that 
ſeem moſt to favour the ſame Eternity, till the very 
Days of Athanaſius. 


? 22—25. Beginning of his Ways, before his Works of Old. 
. J was ſet up from everlaſting ; [. from the Age, or, 
Beginning of the World. Lx x11.] from the Beginning, 
or ever the Earth was : When there wereno Depths 
J was brought forth; when there were no Foun- 
tains abounding with Water : Before the Moun- 
tains were ſettled, before the Hills was I brought 


AC . ST 


forth. 
See Pſ. xc. 1, 2. of the God of al. Lord, thou 
25 bo haft been our Dwelling-placei in Generation and Ge- 


neration. Before the Mountains were brought forth, 
or ever thou hadſt formed the Earth and the World; 
even from everlaſting to everlaſting, [from the Age 
to the Age; or from the Beginning of the World to 
| the End of the World LxX11.] thou art God. 
1 II. ir. 6. The everlaſting Father: [the Father of the fu 
1 | ture Age. LxxII. ] 
See Dan. vii. 9. of the God of Iſrael : The Auer. 
: ent of Days. 
Mic. V. 2 His Goings-forth have been from of Ola, en 
| the Days of Eternity. [from the Days of the Age, 
or of the Beginning of the World. Lxx11.],, 


he Beginning with God. i 
own ſelf, with the Glory whiebT had 1 thee de- 
1 "World was. * 
Col. 145, He 18 | 


re all Things. 


II. 9. [or divine Power, Nam. I. 20.] bodily, VV v7 
Heb. I. 3. The Brightneſs of his Father's Glory ; ; gk the 


expreſs Image of his Perſon. - 


for ever. 
Apoc. I 17. e the firſt and mne laſt: I am he chativerh; 
and was dead; and behold” Jam alive for ever- 
more. 


Prov. viii The Lord poſſeſſed me, [created me, Lxx11.) the 


e 
13 7 | Joh. I. 12. 1 — the Beginning was the Word — The fame was. 


XVII. 5. wen” now, G Father, glorify thou me with — 
17 ln Him ditelleth all the Fulneſs of the Godhead, 9 
XIII. 8 4 leſus Chriſt, 8 Yeſterday and to Day, 


I am 


(7) 
I am Alpha and Omega; the firſt and the laſt. Apoc. L. # 
1 Theſe Things faith the firſt and the laſt; which 11. 
of was dead and is alive. Er xt" 5 1 Uh Go uns 
t [Sce Iſaiah xliv. 6. Of the God of Iſrael: Thus 
y ſaith the Lord, the King of J/ſrarl; and his Re- 
deemer, the Lord of Hoſts: I am the firſt, and I 


e am the laſt; and beſides me there is no God. 
. xIviii. 12. Hearken unto me, O Jacob, and Iſrael, 
7 my called, I am He. I am the firſt, J alſo am the 


7 laſt. Apoc. xi. 17. We give Thanks to thee, O 
S Lord God Almighty,' which was, and which is, 
- and which is to come. And ſo Chap. i. 4. 8.] 


— Without Father, without Mother, without Ge- Heb. vI. 3. 

t nealogy, having neither Beginning of Days, nor | 

4 End of Life; but being made like unto the Son 

u of God, abideth a Prieſt continually. ä | 

- That which was from the Beginning i—— That r John iy. 

, eternal Life which was with the Father. 1. 2. 

4 I write unto you Fathers, becauſe ye have known II. z3. 

e him that is from the Begingi e 

0 I wrateunto you Father e e you have known . 14. 
him that is from the Beginning. 5 

- With the hu eternal and heavenly ' Jeſus Martyr. 


Chriſt. In Exſebizs's:Copy, confirm'd by the old Polyearp. 
» Latin Verſion, and the parallel Language of Poly- 8.14. 
carp elfewhere, by the eternal High Prieſt, Jeſus... 


n Chriſt.] * 72 „ 1 90 5 Y | 33 by - 
7 There ever was, and is, and will be that Be- WA 
ill derives its S. 24. 8 5 


ing, from which the firſt begotten W 


8 Eternity. 0 | PS - 
1 Who is the eternal Chriſt. FS. 4 N 4 

e "Chriſt is the eternal Prieſt of God. [ata ?ber; Juſt. 

- "Theſe Hereticks transfer the Manner of Emiſ-'Þ $ 

* 

; to the eternal Word of Gd. 17 

9 Thou art not unmade, O Man; not didſt thou 43. 


8 * with God, as did his dyn [or his 
neare ond: e „ 1510 Lingo 81. is 15 
The Son, who ever co-exiſted with the Fatih, 55. 

4 | did always, in old Time, and from the Beginning, 

| reveal his Father | „ * | Sy, 

| Being ever with the Father. E 299% All. 0. 
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(8) 
His Word and his Wiſdom are ever with him, 
s Son, and his Spirit. That the Word, that 
is the Son, was always with the Father we have 
largely demonſtrated. 
Clem. If thou wilt, be thou initiated: And thou ſhalt 
Alex. be of a Chorus with the Angels, about the uns 
Prorrept. beggtten, and unperithable, and the only true 
5. 74 75- God. While God the Word. joins with us in our 
Hymns. Cor, He joining with us in our Hymns, 
who is God. the Word.] He is 41.8. eternal! 
Ihe One Jeſus, the great High Prieſt of that One 
God, who is his Father, prays for Men, and ex- 
| darts them. 
Hymn. ad He is the perpetual Word, immenſe am, pe 
Calcem. ige eternal Light. 
Pzd. iii. We believe the Son, who was ever with the 
ele Father, did fulfil his Father's Will, for the Cte- 
Bibl. P. Þ, ation of the Univerſe. f 
Tom. ii. The ſingular, —— Hier eternal Generation of 


Euſebius the only begorten 9 rY 
uſebius "thy only begotten Fay was * 


Ecclel. lis manifeſt t! 

Theolog. with God his Father; Being an and together N 

i. I 2s, + with! him always, , and T: all T 23 112 Ti 
11. 42. Le is elder than all Time Ages. + Wa: 
Demon# That the Son was begotren, not as having: for. . 


£28 kertain Times not been, and then being made; * 


Tren. iv. 37. hi 


W - but being before all Ages, and ſtill before them ; . ** 


n being always preſent, as a Son with his, Fa- 15 
ther: But not being unbegotten, but begotten of the * 
unbegotten Father: Being the only begotren, the 
* Word, and God of God. 
Ihe Son ſubſiſted from endleſs Ages, or rather 
before all Ages; being 1 being always with 


* n er, as li zut with, the luminous Body. 
be IU dl. Bagexiing only begotten Word, -who is. 
Conſtan- Over all, before all, and after all, 'the- reat 
tin. C. 1. High Prieft f the Great God, the ancian Be- 4 
of all N and of all Ages. an 
6 r nly, begotten Word ot God, who ig eth i 
with his 38 Ee Wk Ages, I from - 
before the B eginning of rhe ad; to endleſs, wy 
and never ceaſing _ 11 „t % 1% This m. 
4 18 7 
63 10 hs 18 8 5 
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This Day have I begotten thee] This is ſpo- In pra. . 
ken of his temporary Generation; for as to his 
beginningleſs Generation, [his Generation before 
_ Beginning of the World; J the ſame David 

ays, I have begotten thee from the Womb, before 
dr lig Star. 
— — his Son before eternal Nan 1 25 * 
* B. Theſe Paſſages of Euſebis, and of the ind Des- 
vandrian Preſbyters and Deacons, ſeem, in our cons of A- 
modern Language, to bid the faireſt for a real E- lexandria. | 
ternity of the Son, of any in all Chriſtian Anti- Vid. infra. 
quity: Vet is it very plain and evident, from ma- 
— other Paſſages, that all of them were utterly 
inſt this proper Co-eternity of the Son with the 

ather ; wel 7 even Euſebius only for the Metaphy- 
fick or potential Eternity before the Son's Gene- 
ration, as we ſhall ſee hereafter. ] | 


CH CNT NTGRHCOHITHGE? 


| The ps gle Teftimonies for the original 


voluntary Generation and Creation o 

_The Son of God before the World began; 
and againſt his Co-eternity with the Fa- 
tber: Taken chief fly out of my Primitive 4K 
re riſtianity Reviv'd. Vol. iv. Artic. vi. 3 10 


HE * created _ the Begin mg of: his Solomon.) 
s, for his Works: Before the World Prov. viii. 
le We me: In the ning, before he made * 22, Oc, 
the Earth, before the Fountains: of Waters 
before the Mountains were faſtened: He begat me 
before all the Hills. 
Wiſdom hath been created before all Things; ; Son of Si- 

and the Underſtanding of Prudence from the Be- — \ 
gitning of the World. The ICE created Eccl, i. 4. 


Aden ne Cleator of all Tmin gave l 1 
mandment and he _ 2 me * — 
, Aber - 


1 . \ 
* « 


peter] 


. S8. e begotren b 
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"Tabernacle to reſt. He created me befbre-ithe 
World, began, from. the Beginning 5 and I hall 
* 8 to che End of the World. 
Philo] De _ ranged. me the t of his Works; and be 
temulent. No 8 rid began did he found me. * 
. 244. what this Philo fays of the firſt begotten Word of. 
25 2 more .largely at the Eng of my Comment on 
=p the chree Kruger I fobn,]' 7 WAL 
; ©, | * ha born. = rh als 8 {660 the friſt: 
7 Being which God created: As all» the Parallels: 
"Aw rAtatth, i. Ry | Luc. the 7. 0 piii. * Up 


18; Heb. i. 6. xi. 28 „ii. 23 Apoc, i * 5 4 „ vn 
Heb. iii, 2. Chriſt was taithful.co him that made him. 11k . 
John) bele Things faith che A; the; faighful and 


Apoc. iii. tie Witneſs 3 the Beginning '6f the Creation of 
14. Gol [With a plain Alluſion to Prov. viii. 22, The 
Lord created me the Beginning of his 2 
And note that 4 HN the Beginning, with a 
tive Cafe, as here, is never uſed eftively A the 
whole new eſtament. See all the Places, Mat 
xxbwG8, 21. Mar. i. 1. A. . xüii. 8 Uh. Fobh li. 11. 


De . Feb. iii. ors Vie A. 7 0 1 et, 


| WA in 133 Precching, 255 SY. e, | there- 
Predicar. fie, re öde d, b £0 Be- 
— 2 nn get all — 5 and has dle Power « _ 
m. © thejr etual le, unmade; 
Alex. wh a. made all Ihen by th ch Vord 97 his Power, 
, iche myſtical Seriſe, j.e-of bis Son. These 10 
78 Unbegbdtten the Almighty: Bod; and o 
the teſt alſo; by whom all 
were made, and without "whom Was: 2 
ing at Kl ade, Fer there is, in Mality, but 
One God, ho made the Begimming, or Prin- 
„ ciple lick all Things, intimating hilde bern Son. 
2 13. 1 way — TR undber- 
SLES #r 1DEgomN or On 
| the Principle] 2 E mak 
Earth No this Heiſdn is called Weiden by al 
the Trophet. Lie 7: rt} 54 Las 7 32 . 
20411 %y 0 
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( Ix ) 

To whom the Meſſenger reply'd, Hearken: That Hermas) 
Holy Spirit which was firſt of all created id God _ V. 
place in a Body, wherein it ſhould iuhabit; that: 
=, in a chofen Body, which pleaſed in 50971 

The Son gf God is more ancient than any Crea- i ir. 12. 
ture: Infomuch that he was in Counſel with his 
Father at the. Creation of the Creatures. IR - 

Concerning him alſo ſpake Solomon, as in h his Per- Apoſtles] 


fon, The Lord creared me the Keginnitiy of his Ways Conſtitut. 


for hi Works: Before the World he founded me; v. 20, 


in the ez, before, he made the Farth ; be- 


fore th e Fountains of Waters came; before the 

Mountains were faſtened; He begat me before all 

the Hills. ” : 
' Sothe of the Hereticks ſay that there are three vi. 10. 

Gods, W Beginning; ſome, that there are 


Two ds. 
Apoſtles who are. the Children. of hs 
Go, Fr, e Sons © Peace, do preach, the holy 
nd ig Word of Piety and Je clare one 4 
the Lord of the Law and of the Prog ts, 

e Maker of the World, the Father of Chriſt's 
Not: 2 Being that 'cauſed "himſelf, or begat him- 8 
ſelf, as the ereticks ſyppoſe ; but EM veg wor 2 
eternal, and without Origi inal, kane 
8 ht inacceſſible : Not 9 0 pe ares, or mani- ' 

„ but Ave A Tg 10 guy onl 1 r, the 

only eternal Being. The Go N 1 4 
the only Begotten, and of the a gs: 
whole Creation: One God, the Father of 6 * 5 5 
Son nat of many. ' 23 

That hat me might come into the Remembrance, of vii. 36. 
that Wiſdom which was created by thee : wg 
he 10 be made a Woman upon ye. 
count 9.5 


whole Fay On. begott who, bef e 3; Was he oh 
woe by the 00 Prat of e che 
1 5 17 viii, 0. | 


ahn did 
„th dt chy Cone S, Wit 


intra Tie ouly/begotien Son); "Jo 


nly begotte n. 0 abe 9 of che Wa by. 7 £ Het 


viii. 12. 
41. 


Can. 49. 


wk 


(1) 


Word ; the living Wiſdom ; the firſt-born of the 


- whole Creation. 


He that was begotten before Time, was born 
in Time. Vide Ignat. ad Polycarp. .. 3. 

Let us dedicate our ſelves, and one another, 
digi ed, to the eternal God, wough. that 
Word which was in the Beginning. 

If any Biſhop or Preſbyter baptizes into three 
Beings, without Beginning, let him be de- 

riv 


Who is kis Word, not pronounced but ſubſian- 


adMagneſ. tial ; for he is not the Voice of articulate Spe 


Ad Anti- 


Ad Tarſ. 
$. 6. 


the Rec 
abies 


Clement] 
lii.$. 8, 


1 


84 


"i ; 


h. 11. 


＋ * 
Jain 
4 * <1 
4 


F. 31. 
.6r. 
6B, 


but a Subſtance begotten by the divine Power. 


eſh ; through hi who 
was begotten before the A en. RA 


And elſewhere [he ſpeaks by ee m 
created me the Beginning of his W F. 
Works; before the Wor fi did he Pak, me, ng 
before all the Mountains did he beget me. * 


Author of Ile therefore who had no Beginning 


J have been ſpeaking of, begat the ben n of 
the whole Creation. d thexef e begat 
that which we have learn d to call the Wor 955 
of God; which we may | therefore call a Being be- 
atten, and a Being made, or 'by the parallel Names.— 

2 F is it that he is truly and agreeably 
Bring begotten, and a Being made, and a 


"Ie becauſe his Subſtance. is not any 
hing = Ele” 4 
re B c him, with any Change 


"God ther 
in himſelf, his Will going before. 

Whereas therefore * 
Being, and one Begotten; the Holy Splrit cannot 

be dH the 90 58 of God, nor his firft-born:; For 
* was male by a Bein which was himfelf made. 
a "The Word, which i is the firſt Production of God, 


MIrtyr] without Mixture. 55 
Apol. iS Being his Word, and Fir! 
28. We 


" and 1 
have Bn aug ht rha os. 

born e God; as we 1 declardF 

Hie is the firſt-born * Unbegotien 


He that is alone Ars, - otten preſerve you ſtable. 
och. 5. 14. in the Spirit, and in the Fl 


exe is but one 'Unbegdtten | 


the jſt | 


* 


„ id bd: os et be ©, be END 00. 


r ©. 63 


„ e ul * * 


138 


(13 
c God the Creator, and his airſt-begotten 8. 77. 

ri 

But his Son, who 3 is properly called his Apol. ii. 
Son, the Word, who was with him, and was be- $. 6. 
gotten by him before the Creatures. 

This Chriſt, the Son of God, who Was before Dialog. 
the Morning Star, and the Moon. cum Tryp. 
That this Chriſt prz-exiſted, brang God before 7. 254. 

the World b P. 267. 
Who was 4 before the World was made. 5. 276. 
rhe Beginning, before all Creatures, God be- 5. 284, 
of himſelf a certain rational Power, which is 285. 
ed, by 5 Spirit, the Glory of the Lord; 
ometimes Yo ſometimes Wiſtom, ſome- 
Ange mnetimes God, ſometimes- the 
& Pole ſometimes he calls himſelf 
jenen 1} of the Bon, when he 17 in the 
of A uh de Son of Nun. And 
theſe becauſe of his mi- 
ad becauſe he was 
' begotten voluntarily « of this: r. Fut the 
Production, which really del from the Fa- 
ther before all Creatures, was with the Father, 
and to him did the Father ſpeak, as the Word 
declares by Solomon: For in the Beginning, befg 
all Creatures, this very Off- ſpring was proq; 
by God ;, which, by Solomon, is filed Wiſdem N. 
1 to Prov. viii. Hh Sc. wherx ö 
created Wiſdom, the Beginning er 2 , 
kan Gi Thy, Let him be WOW, by you of 
| en ſaid 77 e 0 y vou of p, 287. 
the Gentiles, as Lord, and Chriſt, and God, ray, F 
the Scriptures declare; by you, I fay, who have 
all obtain'd the Name of Chriſtians from him. 
But for us; who are the Worſhippers of that G 
ee we ſtand in no need of ſuch a _ 
Confeſſion, nor *of ſuch 2. Worthip. , „ 
And that he was before the unn P. 288. 
The firſt- born of; the Creatures. i p. 310. 
He is one Kiſted before all Things, N 
3 chat de is | theſfirſi-born of God, and p. 2. 


reatures. 
When 


3 


P. 367. Chriſt is the firſt-born of the whole Creatiog . 


(14) 


p. 31). When we ſay he 5 his Son, we underſtan that 


be really exiſted, and proceeded from the Father 
before all Creatures, by his Power and his Will. 


7. 254 He is tiled God, 'becauſe he is the firſt-born Son 


of all creatures. 


p. 358. I aid that this "REY was begotten of the Fa- 


ther, by his Power and'his Will. 


p. 359. The Word declar'd, that this Production Was 


begotten by the Father abſolutely before all Cher 
tures. 


Melita] He was à true God, [or truly God, ] before a 


World begin. Ldpud eve, Hi. Lara. N 


"x B. This Melits wrote 4 ak, nc 
cerning the Creation and Ge 


17 th ceiv'd this Notion, ak. inn üng 
Power of the W 55 5 Fof the Uni- 
verſe, being he Wh s 4-2 Aue fubſift, was 
alone; if we reg e Ureation Shack was nat 


yet made: But if we regard this, that all the 
Power of viſible and inviſible Beines ſubſiſted in 
him, all Things were with him; Tot with hi 

1 metaphyſick Exiſtence, + the, Word Wale 
h was in him, ſubſiſted. Now by his mere 


2. 0 oY nt him, who did not thereby become 
* —— n the * Work pw he 77 
_— m we ko to be the Beginning of the War 
be Ber Word 58 5, a Spirit by the 
4 and c | Word from his rational Power, 
according, © to the Image of the Father that begat 
mheophi- © Got" efore having his Word inſerted in 
= of An- his own Bowels, begat him, with his Wiſdom, 
tioch] Ad Emiſſion from him, before . Creation of” the 
Autelyc. Univerſe. * 
Ii. „88. When it pleaſed God to 
P. 100 had determin d, then he begat 
ing him forth, * che fiſ-born, of the 1 
| tion, Se. 


e whatſoever. he 
ww Word, oy ſend- 


; l 


. ˙ as er ges e. 


the Word came forth. But the Word pro- 


n 


e 


(15) 


If you have a Mind, out of your Depth ot Un- Athenago- 
derſtanding, to conſider what this Son means, I ras. Legat. 
will briefly inform you. He is the firſt Production 5. 38, 39, 


of the Father: Not as a Being male: [out of no- 49 
thing.] (For God, who from the Beginning was 
am eternal Mind, had in himſelf his Word or 
Reaſon, being eternally rational.) But in ſuch 
Manner as when all material Beings, of unform'd 
Matter, or Earth, as their Subſtratum, had 1: — 
or heavier Parts mix d together, he proceed 


toi tham, that they might Exitt both in Idea — 


Reslity. The prophetitk Spirit alſo agrees t6 this 
account; for, ſays he, the Lord created me the Be- 
ginung of his: Ways, for his Works. 
That his Produktion, his firſt-b 


a — nt, 4a that 7 he = A eee yet — 5. 


arguments there ure 1 
taken from the Oeconom) in which he 
was before the Connlranion 2 Word, umil 
the Generation of his Son. For before all Things | 
God: was alone, Cc. 

Fladen chatte wo Wildon, as to. x ſecond:,, 


t my Opinion, 


Perfun created. Hluſt, we have this, The Lord 


created me the Beginning of his s, for hn 
— e e 3 

nta were faſtened, nay, he t me ore 
all rhe Hills, e 


This is che emaplent Nativity of the W ord, ing, 7. 


his Proceſſion from the Father; at firſt created by 
To far as thought, under the Name of Wii 
dom; The Lord created me, the ene of his 


becauſe he was always God. For he eould not 
a Father, before: — # Son; nor a judge 
| 323 Now there was a * 


former 


e Word, nm) 


e is both a Father atid a e, yet abs ** 
was he not therefore always a Father 1 Jud be „mog. 5. 3. 


N. d 0 So The 3: +... 
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n. 


Clemens 


uus neceſſary for the making of the World, he 
ſently creates her, and begets her in himſelf. 
Lord ſays, Wiſdom. created 
595 994 his Ways, for his at hos 

founded me; betore he niade the, Earth, before the 


4 Why muſt/] b be off 


(.16) 
e made him A Judge, and the latter a Fa- 
t rer ett 
What other Charatteriſtick is there of God, than 
Eternity? What a 2 Meaning is there of Eterni- 


111 1 3 


ty, than to have always been heretofore, and to 
continue always in Being hereafter, by that great 
Privilege of no Beginning and no End? If this 
be a Property of God, it muſt be peculiar to God 
alone, whoſe Property it is. For altho there be 
that are call d Gods, whether in Heaven or in 
Earth; ſo far as the Name extends; yet there is 
5 One God the Farher, of whom are all Things, 

Ps. $i] 51a 48252 419% 

To conclude, Afſoon as "be © perceiv'd Wiſdom, 


vette ide Wo ng e 


4 ; _ He begat me before all the. 


Alexan,)] ſteries of Wiſdom, og the Words: of - that wiſe: 
ad Gent. young Man among the Hebrens.. The Lord created” 


P 32+ 


Scream. Vi 
P. 591. 


VII. p.700 . 


wid. P · 
70327 of 


9 


Origen. ] 
cont. Celf, 


p-. 238. 


the Beginning of the Worl 


me the Beginning of his Ways for his Work. 


Ihey did not bercei ve that theſe. Things were 


ſpoken of the firſt created Wiſdom of God. 


„Among che Things we know by the Mind is "whit, 


is ancienter-in its Generation, - before Time, and 
before the Beg inning : the Beginning and Firſt- 
fruits of all 
to learn the ſupreme Cauſe, the Father of the 
Univerſe, the maſt ancient and moſt beneficent . 
of all Beings, Os 25: >: 

ot be ever obſtruged, as 5 being Lord 'W 
.:.. of, N. Ef] pecially while he miniſters to the W | 
his 


ings, the Son: from whom we are 


The Son c 


illof 
od and Almighty Father, Nor can any En- 
vy affect the Lord, ho wats | Lox Was Trage wie 


Iden are illeminatad- bf tha f beni 


The 


1 


4 SY 182 bt”: 
% 15 


a „nne TY. x FX PR. . "LIP 
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ati. 


(17) 

Clement alſo in his Hypotypaſeit depreſſes the Son pot. Bi 
into the Rank of a Creature, as Photius witneſſes. ured 
The Son of God, the Firſt-born of the whole Cre- Cod. ro. 

ation, altho' he ſeems to have been incarnate but OrigenJ 
very lately, yet is he not therefore a late Being: vont. Celf. 
for the ſacred Oracles own him to be the ancienteſt P. 257- 
of all Creatures. | 
Pray to the Father, the God of the Univerſe, Comment. 
through our Saviour as High Prieſt, who is the in Pal. I. 
made God. 5 Tom. I. p. 
Thou art my Son, this Day have I begotten thee. Py I 
This is ſaid to the don by Cod; with whom it is git. Huet. 
always to Day ; for there is no Evening with God. p. 31. 
I do alſo ſuppoſe that neither is there any Morning 
with him : but that a Time coextended with his 
unmade and eternal Life, is, if I may ſo ſay, that 
or to Day with him, in which the Son was 
made, the Beginning of his Origin being thus not 
found, as neither of this Day 
ee is the Firſt-born of the whole Creation, a Crea- peri Arch. 
ture, Wiſdom: for Wiſdom herſelf ſays, God cre- v. apud 


ated me, the Beginning of his om Ways, for his Origenian 
| - | 


Works. 


The Son and Holy Ghoſt are Creatures. Ibid. 
Phatins aſſures us, that Origens Opinion was, cod. p.42. 
chat the Son was made by the Father, and the Spi- 
rit by the son. 3 ; 
Eßpipbanius ſays of Origen, that he ſuppoſes the Hæreſ 64. 
Son deriv'd from the Subſtance of the Father, but $ 45% 
to have been created by him: And again, That it 
was moſt plainly his Doctrine, that the Son of God 
is a Creature; and that from this bold Attempt a- 
bout God it is-ta be ſuppoſed it was, that he de- 
£lared the Holy Spirit to be created alſa: And a- 


ainly determines that he is but Created Be- 


4 4 pi That when Origen ſays the Son is a made God, 


50 informs us, that we ſhall indeed find in Gregoryof 
Gregory of Neaceſarea many Expreſſions which did Neocel.; 
then afford the greateſt Strength to the Hereticks ; Baf.Ep.64 
ſuch as the Word Creature, and that of 2 Being, * 

| als 


made by God, and the like. © 
D Before 


3 * 
; 
Tt a7 
N 7 


| (1) 
Novatian] Before the Son there was nothing but the Father, 
de Trin. C. God the Father was therefore the Ordainer of 
31. all Things, and their Creator. He alone is with- 
out - original, inviſible, immenſe, immortal, eter- 
4 nal, the One God; to whoſe Greatneſs, or Ma je- 
fy, or Power, nothing can, Idon't ſay be preferr'd, 
but ſo much as compar'd. Of whom, when it 
pleas d the Father, the Word, which is his Son, 
Vas begotten.— Since therefore he was begotten by 
the Father, he is always in the Father: I ſay always, 
jn ſuch a Senſe only, which ſuppoſes him not unbe- 
g Lotten.but begotten. But I reckon he who was before 
All Time, is faid to have been a{ways in the Father; 
leaſt the Father ſhould not be always a Father. For 


the Father is prior to him; ſince it muſt needs be, 
thar as he is * Father, he muſt be prior to him; 
becauſe it muſt needs be, that he who has no Ori- 
din muſt be before him who has one. He proceed- 
cd from the Father when the Father pleaſed. He is 
certainly before all Things, but after his Father: mak- 
| ing a ſecond Perſon after his Father, as being his Son. 
Cyprian. ] Tn the Proverbs of Solomon, The Lord created 
Teſtimon. Me the Beginning of his Ways, for his Works; be- 
ad Quirin. fore the World he founded me in the Beginning 
I. 1. before he made the Eatth, and before he appointed 
the Deeps; before the Mountains were plac'd ; the 
Lord begat me before all the Hills. — Paul alſo ſays 
3, . 3 IR 80 an, Who is the Image ot the inviſible 
Ood; the Firft-horn of the whole Creation. 
PIES Bal owns that he had ſeen a great Number of the 
Dignyſivs. Books of Dlonyſis of Alexandria, and' adds, — We 
Alexand.J 4 b # n > 
p. 4x, ad don t admire every hi he ſays; nay, ſomethings 
. We intirely diſapprove. For this very Mamis the firk 
1 8 as far as we have diſcover d, who laid the Seeds 
dis preſenz noted Impiety of the Anomeans.— ty" 
_ Uoes not My ſuppoſe a Difference as to their Sub- 
ſiſtences, but a Diverſity of Sabſtance, an Inferiori- 


ty of Power, and a Difference of Glory. 

Athanat "Athanaſius alſo ſpeaks gf the ſame Perſon thus: 
de Senten. Tis  Ariant affirm, that the Bleſſed - Dionyſus 
Digg ſald the Son of God was 4 Ora, And a Being 
7000, made, es; he did write ſo : We ourſelves alto 
do own that there is ſuch an Epiſtle of his, 


2 
- | 


* 


1 


nate 


ſhould be endyed with the Powers of God t 


1y ſubſiſt, and was created by God before the Way 


To Solomon, Tays, he elſewhere, 1 us che 
Senſe in other Language; d ufi 1 
Wiſdom inſtead of the Wor 


1 Wards 
Ji Fays, for his 
ed me; in' the Beginning, befbre B 


the luminous 
Nature, But 


(19) 


Photins ſays Theognoftus affirm'd that the Father was Theogno- 
to have a Son; but that when he ſpake of that Son, ſtus. Phot. 


he declar'd that he was a Creature. ? Cod. 1 
The Lord created me, the Beginning of his Methodis 
Ways, for his Works: Before the World he found- u.] de 
ed me. Wherefore He is the the Origin of other -****+ P. 
Bein 8 after the Father; who is his own unorigi- * 
rigin. ENG | | 
God,—— before he ſer about the making this —_— 
World, —produc'd a Spirit like unto himſelf, yoo us. ] 11.4.8, 
| | a- 
ther. Now after what Manner he did this, we 


will endeavour to ſhew in the fourth Book, 


God therefore, the Contriver and Framer of the IV: 5 8. 
World, as we obſerv'd in the ſecond Book, before 
he ſet about this great Work of making the World, 
begat an holy and incorruptible Spirit, which he 


called his Son. — He, I mean, is the Son of God, 


who ſpake be os, the wiſeſt of Kings, and one 
full of the Divine Spirit, as follows: God created 


me in the Beguning of his Ways, for his Works ; 


before the World he founded me; in the Beginning, 

before he made the Earth, before he appointed the 

Deeps, before the Fountains of Water came: The 

Lord begat me before all the Hills. " 
 Enſebins had a Chapter concerning God the Word, =" ara; 

as concerning that Wiſdom which does ſubſtantial- Give fi. 


Literar. P. 


began, &c 


the Naw "0 v. 
makes this Declara- XI. 14. v. 
jon, as in her Perſon——- Then he ſubjoins after Hiſt. Eccl, 
The Lord created me, the Beginning of his I. > | 
Works; before the Warld he found- 

e made rhe - 
Earth, before the Mountains were faſten d: He 


e; an 


begat me before all the Hills ©. go 
The Light Jeg agus by the Will of Praga 


a Pz neceſſary Property of 
en, by the Intention and Will 


1 
| 


w 


n D 
＋ 
ü | 
* 
1 


FF 
of the Father, receiv d his Subſiſtence, ſo as to be 
e Image of the Father. For by his Win did God 
"py the re ok his Son, and cauſed to ſubſiſt 
a ſecond Light, in all Things like unto himſelf. 
paving Peters all Ages a real Subſiſtence, by the 
inexpreſſible and inconceivable Will and Power of 
the Father. See Dr. Clarke's Scripture Doctrine of the 
Trinity, Edit. 2. p. 252, 253, 254- 


Hiſt. Eccl. He is named the Firſt-born of the whole Creati- 


FF 


Tbid. 


Contra 
Marcell. 
II, 7. 


Tbid, 


on; according to hat Text, The Lord created me, 
the Beginning of his Ways ; for his Works. 

Dis Scripture ſometimes calls the Son the 
Find dom of the whole Creation; as in his own 
Perſon, in that Text; The Lord created me, the 
Beginning of his Ways. 

The ſame Euſebins 1 * by Direction from the 
Council of Cunffantinople wrote againſt Athanaſme's 
great Friend, the Heretick Marcellus, charges his 
affirming the Son to be d ., anbegatten, as a 
grand Branch of his Hereſy; and to be a- eter- 
wal, as another Branch of the ſame Hereſy, and di- 

rectly imrhirs the 1 with unbegatten. 0 

The ſame Euſebius ſays: But perhaps thou art 


. that if thou lloweh the Father and Son to 


be two aan thou ſhouldit introduce two 


A Err mouldſt deny the Divine Mo- 


3 , Kline Father exiſted before the LE WF | 
Evang. I. Su 


3. 
Ca p. 15. 


* 


= 


* 


was th A 
iy 25 4 145 he 2 4 ar 4 001 a an 


a 1 that ſince there is but 
God, without any Origin, and without Ge- 
on; and that the Son is begotten of him; 


ois but one Principle, and one Monar 


E: chy, 
one Kingdom: Since the 00 himſelf reckons 

the Father to be his Origin. For God i bs; the Head 

: Chriſt, as DE ſays. v2 


before his Generation; as; being 2 Ter - 


unb — gotten. 
"God the. Word was alone 1 bop of him, by a 
Communication fin begat him; who 


e Be- 


hriſt and the Anointed. 
© \ There. 


the Prefbyters and Deacons to Mit Bleſſed Fa- | 


Luz) 

Therefore, O God, He has anointed thee, who C. 15- 
is the ſupreme, and greater Being, and alſo thy 
God; ſo that he who anointed is a great deal Prior 
to him that was anointed ; being the God of the 
Univerſe, and eſpecially of him who was anoint- 
ed. See Manfancon Preliminar: in Pſalm. p. 19. 

The Son had not a Co-exiſtence with the Fa- v. 1. 
ther, without Beginning; the one being unbegor- 
ten, the other hegotten: And the one being the 
Father, the other the Son. And every Body will 
confeſs that a Father does pre-exiſt, and has an 
earlier Subſiſtence than a Son. 
The Son is the perfe& Creature of him that is Vid. Mau- 
perfect, the 0 Building of him that is wiſe. faucon. 

He is a Be made. ; _— 
Aria in M private Letter to his great Patron Euſeb. in 
Fuſebiz#6F Nicomedia, before the Council of Nice, — r 
affirms, th is Euſcbine of Ceſarea, and Theodop- pan. Ha- 
a, and Pin, and Athanaſins, and Gregori, re. 69, 
and Aetia, and all the Eaftern Biſhops, fay, that 
God exifted before his Son; without any Bi 
ning: Excepting Pbilegonius, and Fiellanicws, and 
Macarins, who were no better than uncatechiz d 
Hereticks. C and 225 e 5) 2 
Leͤt them learn to read, after à due Manner alfo, Athanaſ. 
what is ſaid in the Proverbs, which it ſelf has a Orat. II. 
right Meaning: For tis written, The Lord created contr. A- 
me, the Beginning of his Ways, for his Works, rian. 

N. B. There is one Record, apcienter than the 
Council of Nice, ſo very remarkable in this Caſe, 
that 1 cannot forbear to ſet it down intirely: "Tis 


2 publick Letter frum the Preſbytets and tcons 


their Patriarch Alexander, who afterward con- 


nd them, in theſe Words; 


** our Biſhop Alexander, fend greeting in the 

Our Faith, which we have receiv's from our Apud A. 

 Fore-fathery, and which, Bleſſed Father, we have 5 2 De 

A en . 

s tio! INC: Nu; £4 l $2015g ?08 55? man Ol Oe 

;:leue, Op. Vol. I, p. 885, 886, & Epipban, Heref. LXIX. b. 7. p- 
73 733 · | 
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learn d from you alſo, is this. We own but One 
God, who is alone Unbegorten, who is alone E- 
ternal, who is alone without Beginning, who is 
alone the true God, who alone has Immortality, 
who alone is Wiſe, who alone is Good, who alone 
is the Potentate, who is the judge, the Orderer 
and Diſpoſer of all Things: Immutable and Unal- 


_ terable, Righteous and Good, the God of the Law 


+ # * 


the ordinary Creatures: A Being 
—bdaurt not as one of the ordinary Beings ug 
begotten. Not that this Being 5 


. ” 
OY 


© * 
* 
* 
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Himſelf of any Thing which he has in himſf 
without being hegoreen, For He is the Fountaf 


and the Prophets, and of the new Covenant ; who 
begat his only begotten Son before the World be- 
gan; By whom ,he made the Ages and the Uni- 
verſe, Begat him, we mean, not in Appearance 


only, but Reality; giving him his Subſiſtence by 


his own Will; the Immutable 


, and Unalterable, 
and Perfect £ 


reature of God, blot as one of 

2© BY . 

orten by him, 
were 


n was an 
Emanation, as was the Doctrine of inus; nor, 
as Manchens ſuppos d, is the Being begotten a 
Conſubſtantial Part of the Father: Nor, as Sabel- 
lia, who diyided the Unity, and call d him both 
Son and Father: Nor, as Hieracas, Light from a 
Light, or as one Lamp divided into two: Or, as 


one that before was, yet afterward was begotten, 
or created into a Son. If 


As even you your ſel ; 
nd 


_ +»... Bleſſed Father, in the midſt of the Church, a 
. in the Aſſembly of the ergy, have frequently 
th 


jected thoſe who introduc'd theſe Opinions. But 


as we ſay, that he was Created by the Will of Go 


before Time, and before the World began; and 


that he ;receiy'd_his Life, and his Being, and all 


his Glory from the Father, For the Father, wh 
he made, him Heir of all Things, did not dep 


of all Thing herefore there are three Subſtan- 


re- 


ces, and God himſelf, who is the Cauſe of all 


Things, is alone without Beginning, But the Son 
being begotten by the Father "4" Time, and 
d and founded before the World began, 


create 


. - 
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was not before he was begotten ; but he alone, as 
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(23) 
begotten before Time by the Father, did really 
ſubſiſt ; for he is not eternal, or co-eternal, or 
unbegotten as the Father is; nor has he his Exe 


iſtence together with the Father, as ſome ſay ; who 


after a ſort introduce two unbegotten Principles; 
but God is ſo before all Things as the only Being, 
and the Beginning of all Things. Wherefore 
is before his Son, as we have learn d from you, 
when you have preach'd in the midſt of the Church, 
In as much, therefore, as he has his Being, 
and all his Glory, and his Life from God; 
and all Things are deliverd to him, thence is 
God his Origin and Governor ; for he governs 
him as his God, and as being Prior to him. But 
it that Expreſſion, From him; and that, From the 
Womb; and that, I came out from the Father, and 
come; ar underſtood as implying his being a con- 
ſubſtantial Part of him, as an Emanation ; the Fa- 
ther is a compound Bein „capable of Diviſion, 
and Mutable; and, * to them, 2 
Body: And fo, as far as their Notions extend 


the Incorporeal God is liable to Corporeal AE 


fections. 


Scromen alſo relates, that when this Diſpute was Hiſt. Eccl. 
ſtarted at Alexandria, this Alexander knew not, at I. 15. 


firſt, which Side to take; and that it was a good 
while before he. yielded to thoſe that ſaid our Sa- 


viour was 5% ei. Y ouwnili©', Conſubſtantial and 
Ci-eternal with the Father. | 


The Council of Nice it ſelf were ſo far from Theodor. 
denying the Creation of the Son, that the Words Hiſt. Eccl. 
of St. Paul, who ſtiles him the Fir/t-born of the I. 12. 


"whole Cemion, were, by Euſebius, at firſt, inſert- 


ed into that Creed which he brought into the 


„Council; and which he informs us the Emperor 
and the whole Council agreed to be right; tho that 
Clauſe was afterwards omitted, as not ſufficiently 
favourable to the Deſigns againſt the Arians at that 
Time. - They were alſo ſo far from affirming the 
real Co- eternity, or proper eternal Generation of 
the Son, that they only aſferted the metaphyſick 
Exiſtence of the Ward, before his Generation ; as 
a: 5 | | Euſebius 


. ( 24 ) 
Exſebias fhews, in the only Original Account we 
have of he: Magter, in theſe Words: And far- 


C 


ther, ſays Euſabiuu there, The Anathema denounc'd a- 


* inſt. ſuch as ſay, H was net before be was begorren, 


Heb. 1. 2. 


Heb. 11.5. 


chus invarjably and una 


that he was the fe, and will be the laf; I 
pe Joo Expreſſions are the fame, or very like to 


did not appear unreaſonable ; ſince tis confeſs'd by 
all that he was the Son of God, even before his 
Generation; according to the Fleſh. Nay, beſides 
this, our Emperor, beloved. of God, confirm d by 

on, that even as to his Divine Generation he 
was before all Ages; ſeeing that before he was 
actually begotten, he was potentially in his Father, 
when not yet begotten. The Father being always 
a Father; as he was always a King, and a Sa- 
viour, and every unt potentially ; being always 

terably the ſame. 


282 | MM 14 

Theſe, my Lord, are the principal original Texts 
and Teſtimonies which concern the important Sub- 
Fe before us, till the very Days of At hanaſius himſelf. 
And naw, to ſum up the Evidence on both 
Sides, with what Clearneſs I can, the Evidence 
for the Co- eternity of the Son, to the Father, 


which has been above alledg'd; I mean, if, as we 


ought to do, we take the - Septuagivt Verſion 
whence Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, and the ancient 
Fathers, always quoted the Old Teftament, to be 
of more Authority San our own, or any modern 


ones, in ſuch Matters, comes to nd more than this: 


Viz. That our Saviour was created or begotten by his 
Father in or. befare the Beginning of the World ; before 


all the Ages, or that firſt Conſtitution of Things 


which was made or ordain d by hiqpunder the 
Father: That he was to he che Farbe the future 


Ates or World to come, which we call the laff 2 


or Days of. the AMeſjiab : That his Origin was / Ol, 
from the Begining of the World That he was in Be- 


ing, and was with God his Father in the very Be- 


ginning of Things; nay, hadyGlory with bis Father 
before - World was : That _— efore all Things 3 

at 
was. Alpha. and will he Omega: And that ſome 


tho , 
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thoſe, by which the abſolute Eternity of the Fas 
ther is in other Places ſuppos d to be expreſs d; 
which laſt Obſervation, however, is only here 
taken for granted, without Proof: It no Way ap- 
pearing 'thgt the ſacred Writers meddle, beyond 
our Faculties, with any ſuch abſolute Eternity, ei- 
ther 4 parte ante, or 4 parte poſt as the School-men 
have ſince done; and yet without the Proof of that 
Point all this Evidence is very inconſiderable. 

It muſt alſo be remembred, that the ancient 
Chriftians ever allow'd that the Expreſſions in the 
Old Teſtament, concerning the inviſible Father, 
whenever there was a viſible Perſon appear d, were 
ſpoken by the Son, as the Image of that inviſible God, 
or as repreſenting and perſonating the Father, as 
his Miniſter and Picegerche among Men: and that 
they never look'd on them as true, in the * 
eſt Senſe] of the Son himſelf, but of the Father 
only : Nor did rhey ever draw ſuch Conſequences 
from thoſe Texts as do the Moderns. | 


„ & # 


pear'd already, that of all the Ancients he is the 
| for his being a Creature; and he 


2 
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thors, while they ſeldom or never 


ean, by ſuch 
Expreſſions, more than from the Beginning of the 
World, or to the End of it. Jreneus does, in- 
deed, ſay not only that Chriſt was Wee 


Word, but that he was unmade, or, as I ſuppoſe he 


means, not made on of qntbiag, as he ſuppoſed Men 


to be; that he did a, co-exift mith God, and was 
ever with him ; and avoided ſaying that God created 
bim, which the reſt uſed freely to ſay in thoſe A- 
ges: All this makes it very probable. that this Fa- 
ther did believe the Eternity of the Son, in ſome 
Sort or other. But then, it muſt not de diſſem- 
bled, that even Irenæu, as we have ſeen, owns 
him a derived Being, produc'd by his Father be- 
tore all other Beings: Which ſeems hardly recon- 
cilable to an abſolute Co- eternity: And, that this 
Sort of Eternity of the Word, which we meet with 
in ſome ſuch Philoſophers of the b third, 
and fourth Century, is quite another Thing from 
the real O eternity of tbe Son under. gur preſent 
Conſideration: As is moſt obvious in the ancient 
Accounts of that Matter. Their Notion was plain- 
ly this; that all other Beings were made out of 
nothing; but that the Son was in a ſubtile man- 
ner in his Father, , virtually, potentially, or, as 
his internal Word and Wiſdom from all Eternity 3 
and that a little before the Creation, and not 
ſooner, this Word was, in an ineffable manner, 
» begotten or created, out of his Subſtance, into a 
real ubſiſting Being, or Perſon :. So that the Te- 
ſtimonies for this Sort of Eternit „which alone 
we find. even till a good while after the Council 
of Mie it ſelf, are a Demonſtration: that the real 
O eternity of the Son with the Father, or his pro- 
per eternal Generation, was then utterly unknown 
among Chriſtians. Nor does even this metaphy- 
ſick, this virtual, or potential, or internal Eter- 
nity of the Son ever appear in the ſacred Writings ; 


in the ancient Creeds or Liturgies; or in any of 


the Apoſtolical Fathers. Whereby tis plain, that 
it is no Part of the Sacred, the Apoſtolical, or the 
Chriſtian Doctrine; and no more than a _ 
| | ure 
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Rure or Hypotheſis of ſome ancient Chriſtian Phi- 
loſopers. Whether Clement of Alexandria ever be» 
liev.d, even. in his younger Years, before he was 
thraughly inſtructed in Chriſtianity, that Chriſt 
was really eternal, it is not certain: Becauſe the 


Epithet eternal in the former Paſſage cited from 
him does not .always denote a real dann Jo : 
on; 


may belong to the Father and not to the 


- 


4 


and it Clement did once call n 


in a Poem, the Latitude of ſuch Writings, e 


cially of that romantick Piece aſcrib d to him, in- 


to which this Phraſe is inſerted, ſtill more plain- 
ly forbids us to draw any ſuch ſettled Concluſion 
from it: [Eſpecially when he elſewhere moſt plain- 
ly ſaid, he was the fir created Wiſdom of God; and 
in another Work, directly depreſs d him into the 
Rank of 4 Creature; as we have already ſeen. So 
that unleſs we believe ſuch Au:hors had a Fancy 
that a common Creature, or the World it ſelf, 
might be co-eternal to its Creator, We muſt not quote 
them for the Son's proper Co-eternity to his Fa- 
ther. And as to the ſeemingly moſt exprefs Te- 
ſtimonies of Exſebius, who calls the Generation of 
the Son dior eternal, and ſays the Son was always, 
and a r«p;cov. beginningleſs, and at all Times, with 
the Father; that he was elder than all Time, and 
all 78 before, and till before all Ages; that he 
ſubſiſted ſram endleſs Ages, or rachds befor all Ages 
that he was before all ; was the antienteſ# Being of a 
Time and of all Ages; that he reignd with Fa- 


i" 


ther from beginningleſs Ages; and that of the HH. | 


2 byters and eacons of Alexandria, that God begat 
him before eternal Times; they here, according to the 
ancient Stile, denote no more than that he Was - 


fore the World began; as we are fully aſſured by. m- 
ny other clearer and plainer Paſſages of the ſame 
Authors, wherein they directly and abſolutely: de- 
ny the Gon's Co-eternity with the Father notwith- 
ſtanding; as we ſhall ſee hereafter. $47 


* 
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And as to ſome other of the Teſtimonies, omit- 
ted in this Sum of the B they are ſo lit. 
* i | 1 i 2 | f ; | * 
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tle to the Purpoſe, that the inſiſting ön them 
ſhews how ſcarce the Proofs are on that Side. 


To conclude this Head: As the Greet Language 


bas three Ways of Speaking, which are ſometimes 


rendred eternal; the firſt a 1, or 4 a 1 , or 
e cui Voo!, ore xe Ou whicr The fecond „* Jie 
And the third q,) The firſt of which does 
ſeldom or never ſignify a proper Eternity; the 
ſecond not always; and the third, and that alone, 
always does ſo; tis very remarkable That the Bi- | 
ble and Apoſtolical Fathers never, in this Caſe of 
the Antiquity of the Son, uſe any but the firſt; 
nane of thoſe before the Council of Nice more 
= the firſt, and very rarely the ſecond ; while 
Athanaſius and his Followers, and none before 
them, directly ventur'd on the "third Way of Speak- 
ing, and called the Son eternal. Which how it 
cou d happen, if the proper O eternity of the Son 
to the Father were then all along the known Do- 
Erine of Chriſtianity, I do by no Means under- 
ſand. "Briefly, in the fourth Century we find this 
Coreternity plainly aſſerted; we find obſcure In- 
timations about a ſubtile Sort of Eternity in the 
third and latter Part of the ſecond ; but in the 
former Part of the ſecond, and the firſt Century 
we loſe all certain Footſteps of any Eternity 
whatſoever : Which 0 Obſeryation Tenders this E- 
vi OC. eternity, even tho“ we had no 
to weigh on the other Side, ex- 


E 


d precarious. 


* * d a% 
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ö ut then, as to cheorigna Evidence aga ma this 


Crete of che Son, and for his 8515 Genera. 


p Or Creation by the Power of the'Farher, befogy 
* "Thar whe Son was not an underiv d, unorigina- 


e World began, the Sum of it is as follows. 


| red, independent and, in that Senſe, an Eternal Be- 


ing, but truly derived fi from, and produced, or be: 
otten by the Father, is the unanit ous Voice of all 
3 Antiquity, both in ahd after the Apoſto- 
ligal Age; and is not directly deny'd by any Atha- 
an at this Day. Now, how a confeſſedly deriv'd, 
Wwe, and begorren Being; an | Only-begotten 
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Son, ſhould be really coeternal with his underiv'd, 
unbegotten, and neceſſarily-exiſting Author, Pro- 
ducer, and Father, I cannot poſſibly underſtand. 

That the Son was alſo voluntarily begotten by the 
Power of the Father, we have the plain and nu- 
merous Teſtimonies of the Apoſtles themſelves in 
their Conſtitutions, of Ignatius, of the Author of 
the Recognitions of Clement, of Faſtin Martyr, of 
Tatian, of Tertullian, of Novatian, of Laclantius, of 
Euſebius, and of the Presbyrers and Deacons of Alex- 
andria; without the leaſt Syllable, that any one 
Chriſtian thought of his being deriv'd from the Fa- 
ther, as the Moderns pretend, by Neceſſity of Nature. 
That he was alſo created by God the Father, is 
alſo moſt evident in all Sacred and Chriſtian Anti- 
quity. This Doctrine begins from Solomon in the 

1d Teſtament, as explain'd by the Chriſtian Re- 
velation; and is continued by the Son of Sirach, 
and Philo the Jew, to the Writers of the New Le- 
ſtament, Peter, Paul, John, Herma; the Apoſtles 
in general, in their Conſtitutions; all theſe in the 


fir Century: Thence it paſſes down to Ignatins, to 
the Author of the Recognitions of Cement, to Ju- 


in Martyr, Melito, Tatian, and Ahe a. in the 
_ entury: And 4 all theſe * down 
to Clement of Alexandria, T ertullian, Origen, Gregery 
of Neoceſarea, Novatian, ' Cyprian, Dionyfues of Alex- 
andria, Theognoſtus, and Methodius, in the 3d Cen- 
tury ; to Lattantiys and Euſebius, and to the Alexan- 


| trian Presbytersand Deacons, nay, even to A hanaſſur 


himſelf in the fourth Century; and this;ſo:far as we 
know, without any one Perſon's excepting againſt 
the Word Created,as improper, till Athanafms:without 
_ one's aſſerting that the Son was uncrrared, till he 
did itand with the direct Aſſertion of ſeveral, that he 
Was a Geaure, a Being made by the Father; tho' vaſtly 
ſuperior to all other Creatures or Beings made by him. 
That the woluntary Generation or Creation of the 
Son, (for I take them to mean the ſame Thing) 
was 2 little before the Creation of the World alto, 
is the only natural Import of almoſt all, and the 
direct Aſſertion of ſome of the Teſtimonies; with- 
ol the Contradiction of any one Chriſtian * 

Rs 5 alſo 
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alſo, that Lx now of, till the fourth Century, or the 
Days of Athaenaſins. R | "NP 

That the Body of the Church, even in the Be- 
ginning of the fourth Century, nay, even at and 
ſome Years after the Council of Nice it ſelf, new 
nothing of any real Eternity of the Son; nor de- 
ny d that he was a 8 created by the 
Will and Power of God, a little before the Begin- 
ning of the World, is very plain from the Teſtimo- 
nies here produc d. So that tis hard to ſay what ori- 
ginal Evidence the real Trinitarians have gone up- 
on, when. they have ſo long made the World believe 


that the Son is truly Coeterndl with the Father; and 


Council of Gunſtantinople, and ſeveral Vears aftet 1 


this as a prime Article eſtabliſh'd at the Council of 
Nice, nay, as a fundamental Doctrine of Chriſtia- 
nity it ſelf; ſince, whatever Authority there may 
be for the potential or metaphyſiet, there ſeems to be 
directly none at all for this real Coeternity, or pro- 
r eternal Generation, till a good while after the 
Council of Nice. Nor would the great and learned 
Euſebins, When he wrote by the Direction of the 


that of Nice, have ventur'd openly to charge Mar- 
cellus with Hereſy, for ſaying that Chriſt was a- 
eternal, if that his Eternity had been the known De- 
termination of the Council of Nice, or indeed the 
known Doctrine of the Church, either in that or 
in the foregoing Ages of the Goſp ell. 

A this Coeternity of the Son is a very ſtrange 


ctrine to ſuch as have the Unity of God for the 


Foundation of their Religion; ſuch as all the Pa- 
triarchs, the Jews, and the Chriſtians ever had, 
will be granted by all. That therefore there was 
a great Occaſion for a clear and expreſs Declaration 
of this Eternity of the Son, if it were true, is very 


evident: while yet neither the Scri ptures, nor the 


Rom, 1.20 


"= Tim, 1. 


7. 


Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, nor any ancient Creeds 
whatſoever, have any one ſuch clear Declaration; 
nay, have many ſuch clear Declarations concerning 


One only true or eternal God, One only eternal 


Power and Godhead, One only King of Ages, or eter- 
nal, immortal, inviſible; the only wiſe God, as 2 
0 ale 909. tasten b 200 1 
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the contrary ; ; P 2 they add to thoſe De- 
clarations, that this One. God is no other than the 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. . 
. * Thus all the old reeds or Conteſſions of Faith do 
begin with this as the 6 rt Doctrine of Chriſtianity 
I helieve: in One God the Father ; or as * Bapriſmal 
Creed itſelf expres it J. believe in One unbe gotten conſtitut. 
Being” the pe God Ahe, the Father of (E; 7 u.. 
whi e hat t &y ſay of the 4 * has not lat In- 
timation of either his Coequality or Coeternity, 
but the contrary; which is particularly the Caſe of 
the oxiginal Creed beforemention 'd, where the Ar- 
. 44 5 the Son begins thus: 7 believe in 
d. Feſus Grit, the only begotten Son of God, the 
7755 bern of the whole Creation ; who, before the Apes, 
. begotten by the good. Pleaſure of the Father ; which 
ſeems, to me an Lachentick, a ſacred, and an underi- 
[able Feen againſt any real Coerernity o of the 
e Father. 
or 5 My. Lord, are the ihr wo ll 
1 uſed in the foregoing Collecti — of Texts 
d Teſtimonies capable of any fiir Senſe,” con- 
n 2 with FR, Coeternity, ſince many of them 
Caan .confure the ſame. Thus the Apoſtalical 
onſtitutions affirm, That God the Father is eter- 
; nally One only; or, The Only Bernal Being : That 
facts are Hereticks who ſay Tak do the Trinitarians iN 
ect] that God is three, or mani fold; or that 1 
"DD are three Gods, coeternal with one another.” The 
N Paul and Jobn, by calling Chriſt the Firf- 
ye oy Creation, ; And the 1 8 g of the 
"Grate do ip the Hoſt lain, uſual, and ob- 
vious lee hen 54. as they. were under- 
ſtood in the firſt A 85 faſpecially, if we conſider 
the Alluſion rheſe ifſages bear to the Test! in the 
Proverbs, as then underſtood by all, The Lord crea- 
ed me, the Beginning of his War) directly affirm that 
A was the felt Beil God created. The Author to 
the Hebrens 4 Fa affirms, that God, wade Chriſt ; 
which. in the fourth Century was reckon d ſo hete- 
rodox, that this Epiſtle was in ſome Places ſeldom ® 
read in publick, and that partly out of the Dread De Hæret. 0 | 
of ſucff an Expreſſion ; as u ad aſſures us. C. 41. 


5 


0 
St. Peter is alſo introduc d in that very ancient 
Fol called The Preaching of Peter, as declaring 
that God made his firſi-born Son. St. Hermas directly 
aſſerts, that the Holy Spirit, which was placed in a 
Body, or the Word of God incarnate, Was created 


the firſt of all Beings. The Apoſtolical Conſtitutl · 


ons enjoin us to dedicate our ſelves to the eternal 


. God, not through his coeternal Word, as the Abanaß- 


_ ans would certainly have aid; bat through char 


. tiquity of the Son then known in the Church. 


Ward which nas in. the Beginning; as the greateſt An- 


natins, and the Author of the Recognitions of > 


ment, aſſure us, that the very Subſtance of our Savi- 


our was not the unbegotten Subſtance of ere 
but was it (elf begotten. by the Divine Power,” The 
Author of the Recognitions affitms, that Chriſt was 


_ himſelf a made Being; and that the Will of God 


find Fault with Trypbo thi | | 
that he underſtood. that both he, and the Scriptures 


— 


preceded his Generation. Fuſtin Martyr,.. who' al. 
ways indeed avoided thoſe Expreſſions himſelf of 
2 Creature and a made Being, did, not yet in the leaſt 

Re Jew. when he declar'd 


quoted by him, meant that the God of the Fru: 
made our Lord and God Chriſt Jeſus. Nor © 


this Juſtin, among his numerous Expreſſions con- 
cerning the Son's preexiſting State, of which he is 


ſo very full, ever venture to ſay any thing that 


looks like his real Coeternity with the Father. Ter- 
tullian, who yet favour'd the Son's metapyhyſick 


Eternity as much as any, directly affirms there was 
2 Time when God was not a Father, and had nat 4 os. 


Clement of Alexandria, whatever he had faid in his 


VJounger Years, did at laſt own that Chriſt was the 
firſt created Miſdom of God; and was to be reckon'd as 
.,2 Creature... Origen did alſo plainly and clearly own, 
that he was one of the Creatures of God, tho' the 
ancienteſt of em all; even ſo ancient, * that he 
cared not to aſſign the ok his firſt Generation 


or Creation; and the Reaſon ſeems to have been, 


that he had a Fancy that the World it ſelf, though 
created by God, might poſſibly be coeternal with 
its Creator. Gregory of Neyce/area did alſo directly 


— 
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(330 
n Chriſt was à Gene, or 2 Being male 
God; . Novatiawalſo, or the acùte but unknowui 
Author of the Book concerning the Trinity, affirms'' 
that God the Father is the onh eternal God, to whom 
no other Being can be ſo much as compar d; that 
tlie Son was then begotten when it pleaſed the Father; 
who, and who alone, was prior to him; and that 
a8 neceſſary Conſequence from his being his Far 
ther. Diony/au: of Ale xandriu directly affirms Chriſt 
to have been a Creature; and ſuppoſes not only à Dif- 
ference af the Subſiſtences of the Father and Son, 
bat à Diverſity of Sabſtance, an Inferiority of Power, 
and a Difference of Glory; ſo that he, as well as 


many others, ſeems not to have had ſo much as 


a .Notion of metaphyſick Eternity. ** — ? 
4 


| alſo derlard, that rhe Son was a Creature. 


tins is\expr the Generation or Creation of the 
Son, a little before the World was made. / 
The great Euſebiut, whom the Arhanaſimns uſed 
ſometimes to hale over to tlieir Party, as if he be- 
liev d the Qetermty of the Son, is ſo fully underſtood, 


ſince the later Publication of ſome of his Work 


long lIbſt, thar he is now generally allowed, as he 
was in his own Age, to be clearly againſt it. Nor 
is there Room for any Diſpute, ſince he directly 
ſays, the Father was prior, nay; a great deal prior to 
the Son; and chirg'd Marcellus, as introducing an 
Heretical Notion, when he aſſerted that the Son 
was u Ae, | Eternal, which Aﬀertion he directly 
took to he the ſameas Unbegetten; of all Which O- 
pinians of Euſebius the very learned Monfaucon has 
given ſo full an Account, in his Preliminaries to 
Exſebina's'Pſalms; that Lreckon none of the tru! 
Learned will any more pretend he was an Ana- 
an. Nor will any one doubt of the Opinion of 
many of the Biſhops in the Ea and in Egypt; 
hardly indeed ot Aemander, of Alexandria, and of 
the Cauncil of * _ inion againſt the pro- 

er Goeternity; who carefully peruſes the original | 

rds here and elſewhere publiſſi d relating 72 

that Age; which yet was gengjally' diſpos d to ad- Monuments 
| BoW 2117 an. — al e © 1511 pine by wes 
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(.34 ) 
vance the Dignity and Antiquity of the - as 
much as poſſible. I now proceed to the other P ors. 
the Comeraity of the Holy en en 


reer ex anenentng | 


The. Texts by Teſtimonies which. 9 
tbat the Holy Spirit was created or mads, 
under the Father, by the Son, before the 
World Men; ö and e Ke re 
3 ; | N 7 


110 Ti A 


paul] HRIS . through « ou coves the terial [or Ho- 
i 4. ly} Spirit, (o twelve or thirteen of the 


Copies read of the Text] offer'd lei: * ] 


Sp = to God. , - IL 
peter] "The Spirit of Chriſt. 


x Pet. . 11. One Gad,- the Father of One Son, — abs ma- | 


Apoſtles. ] ny;; the Maker of One Comforter by Chriſt. 
Conſtitut. 1 am alſo to be baptized unto the Haly Ghoſt, 


vi. r. that is the Comforter; who wrought in all the 


vii. 41. 


Saims from the Beginning of the World. 
Juſtin) The Spirit ſpake in the Prophets, as from the 
Apol. 1 f. Divine Word that moved them. 


Plato read, that it was ſaid by Meer, than the 


46. | 
Ibid. 5 77. Spirit of Cod moved on the Face of the Waters. 


e aſſigns the third Place to the Spirit that is ſaid 
ta. (from moved on the Water, when he ſays, But 


the third Sort of Offices belong to the rhird Per- 
ſon, 


Athenago- "An. Things are held together by chat "Spirit, 6 


* which is derived from him 


le begat him, together with his Wiſdom; and 
Theophi- bens hire out before the Beginning of the World. n 


lus of An- 
tioch} Ad 
Autotyc. 


nn 


This Perſon then, bein ing the Spirit of God, 
and the Origin of Things, 


$4 vane 


the Waben were not in Being when the World 
was 


Wiſdom, and the 
Power of the Moſt High, Jeſcended upon: the Pro- 
phats, and by them ſpake hat concernd the 
making of the World, and all other Things. For 
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(35) 

was made; but that Wiſdom which was in him, 
which was the Wiſdom of God, and his Holy 
Word, which is always prefent with him, &c, 
By his Word and Spirit he makes, and orders, Irenzus) 
aud governs all Things. | Roe 

There do miniſter to the Father his own Off- iv. 2). 
ſpring, and his own Eiguration; that is, the Son, 
and Holy Spirit; his Word, and Wiſdom. , -.. 
There are ever preſent with God his Word and 37. 
Wiſdom, the Son and Spirit; by whom, and in 
whom, he made all Things freely and ſpontane- 
ouſly ; to whom alſo he ſpake, ſaying, Let us 
_ Man after our Image, and after our Like- 
or r 
And that Wiſdom, which is the Spirit, was Ibis. 
with God before the intire Conſtitution of Things, 
he ſays by Solon : God, by Wiſdom, hath found- 
ed the Earth, by Prudence hath he prepared the 
Heaven. By his underſtanding the Abyſſes brake 
forth, and rhe Clouds dropped down Dew. And 
again, the Lord Created me the Beginning of his 
Ways, for his Works; before the World he found- 
ed me; In the Beginning, before he made the 
Earth; before the Fountains of Waters came, be- 
fore the Mountains were faſtened : He begat me 
before all the Hills, Tr. e ntkee 
Man was made by the Hands of the Father; 5. v. 6. 
e. bane Son, and Holy Spirir, after the Likenefs 
of 1 ofts FLAT : | 1130 1 85 4 OY 44 

We ſay the Son of God is the only begotten Be- Aurhor of 
ing, derived from no other Origin; but begotten ehe Recog- 
or born of Him after an ineffable Manner. In nitions] i. 
like Manner do we ſpeak of the Comforter, ;' F. 69. 

Whereas then there is one Unbegotten Being iii. 11. 
and one Begotten, the Holy Spirit cannot be of 
led a Son, nor the. Firſt-begotten: For he was 
made by à Bei g that was himſelf made. But he | 


. ' is i If . , 15 
recounted in Subordinarion. to the Father and * 


Son, as the firſt perfect Effect of the Power of 
fc Bling”. e eee ee 
1 ſuppoſe, the Spirit is deriy'd from no other rertull. 


: Origin than from the * by the Son, Adv. Prax. 
Nen 2 : | 
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Origen.) 


Comment, 
in Joan. p. 1% Word, ae th 
56,57,58 ul. [For I apple he tht ſays, 


| Hut] ; F Din 4 ba 
De EceleC. nal Nivinity, an ower of 
all Th "TE an a. 


; N Ber crea ii A 
1 


iii. 6. 


3 who who cs.in,ghe Boſam, e 
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(86) 
uſt r it fallo 
We 5 e e 2 tom op 


is a Being ma 


2 all. T hings mere =" y the Word, 
50 18 bar the Hal Spies 4 b 


enc LN. B. 
a 5 5 ] the 
Su 


e 

C = 

: 1 e, a. quence, To be is ſaid in the 

E be true. - TA who are perſwaded 

| 2 de Father, Son, and Holy pinie are three 

ſtances, and do belicye em 4 1 Un- 

otten but * Father, do 1 dmit this Notion as 

be agreeable to Piety and Truth; that when all 
Things are Taid to be made by the Word, 

Holy Spirit is the moſt honour 

85 of thoſe Beings which the 


. ather 
the Son ons is ba aur ih e Pager 


Things has 25 made, viſi 
d even 5 2: ducer 
ence of the he Spirit, the em, orter Se 
, all Hung rer made by fois, 97015 without bim 
not one I him were 
Things EG doch 19 5. fen 2 e 
4 rth; whether, they be v Or in e. 
== mn Fans phothes, be ris otten God, 
f 15 Father. But the . 5 
2 Tit, the forter, is neither God, 50 the 
rk becauſe he Fe did not receive era- 


from the Father, in che ſame 3 did 
; but is one. of thoſe Beine which kein 
Made. by the San. Things were made b 


* 

18 65 and hank $4.4 dne Thing was made. 
ent Ma, ries "og t Cirbolick and 

Da G deliver d by the Divine Oracles; 


al Things Nene in- 
4 2 des, mi Three, Fe CY ad 


* 27 
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Due Taue 5 2 by But he chat 


SA aa _  _ ako oa a 88 ",. ww. i we Yet 
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iel Cauſe before you; that the Wäcneſſen were as 


s 20 nt ly, 


\: +, WY 
& Names therein; faying,. that God, and the 
Word, which is in him, and the Holy Spirit art 
une. 1 1 beef a ur 4 


14 


Iheſe, my Lord, are the chief among the Pri- 
mitive Texts and Teſtimonies concerning the O- 
xigin of the Holy 7 4 which are ſo much ou 
ane Side, even till long after the Ceuwwil of Nice, 
that I have not found it neceſſary to divide them 
under two Heads, as Idid thoſe of the don. Since 
the only valuable Teſtimony that may ſeem to fa- 


vour the real Eternity of the Holy Spirit, which 
is that in the Epiſtle to the Hebrans, M the eter- 


nel Spirit, uſes only the Word ale, which fel 
dom or never ſignafies a proper Eternity; ſince 
ſo. many of the Copies have not there even that 
Epithet, but the uſual ane of Holy inſtead of Eier- 
72 Spirit; and ſince tis not certain that this Place 


ongs to the third Perſon at all; but perhaps, B Il. De- 
to the. Divine Nature or Word it ſelf in Chriſt; fenſ. id. 
which Grotiu and Riſbop Bull have ſhewed ſeveral Nican. 
Nen to have the Character of an Hoh Spirit. Sec. i. 5. 8. 


chat 1 have no Occaſion here to ſum up che 
Evidence on both Sides at all, as to the Co: eterni - 
xy of the Holy Spirit to the Father, or even as to 
his equal Antiquity, with the Sen; for either of 
Which, there is not, that I know of, one proper or 
direct Leſtimony ſacred or primitive, now extant, 
in the Records of the Chriſtian Church, till long 
2 che Oath of Nice, in the latter Days of Arba- 
4 himſe 8 ; 4 + AY | * * Ty 

= Arid. now, My Land, I beg that your Lord hi 
will-pleaſe ſoberly to Wale the Evidence —_— 
here produc d before you and the World; and 
will ſuppoſe your ſelf in the High Cours: of 
Chancery, In the ſame acity as::JoOur Noble 
Father formerly preſided there; and will put 
„that your Lordihip had an exactly paraly 


numerous and as plain on each Side at theſe here 
produc'd appear ta be, and no otherwiſe; and 
that your Tondſhip were oblig d 39 proceed exatty 


| ab 3; aa 4). Fes 
Warn e eie 
n . No. 
e * 
A ' 4 3 1 "3 - 


the Voice of Natural, the Patriarcha 17 127 ewiſh, 


('38) 
y, ſeeundun ullegata & probara, which is the! 

Rall of hy ies: all l like Courts of Juſtic 
and Equity among us: And I thereupon A5 lth 
Your Lordſhip, ſuppoſing you had no Byaſs,, Lig 
either Side, as no * ht Judge ought to have, 
whether you could ly, with a ſafe Conti: 
2 * on the e Side r teſentivig the Aha- 

? Whether, in a Poinc where the general 
Lis 6 of Nature and common Senſe is ſo ſtroni 
again the Athanaſian Doctrine; the Teſtimonies 
for it comparatively ſo few, and fo unbertain; and 
thoſe againſt it ſo very an and fo very preg- 
nant; whether, I fay, your Lordſhip could poffi- 
bly, with a ſafe Conſcience, pronounce from this 
Evidence, that the Son of God and his Holy Spi- 
rit are ſtrictly Co- eternal to the Supreme God the 
Father, as the Arhanaſiant affirm? Or whether 25 
would not be forced to declare, in Wc with 


and ther original Chriſtian Religion, chete is 
dut ons- eternal Being, one eternal Gol 7 and t 
"20" no 'other than the Father of our Lord. le 

its. 115i 01 97 

And Bere, My Lord; ve me Late 6 wiſh 
heartily to 'wiſh, that e ancienę Tei Afi 
Teſtimonies, thus plainly: produe d before Wu 
this one! important Article, might ſo far 1 
Vour Lordſhip, as to engage you to endeayo * 
che ſame Method might be taken in the other 
Branches of this and all other the like Controyer- 
ſies among Chriſtians: That Your Lordſhip,” Who 
has had long! ſo conſiderable a ind in 5 pub- 
Bick Management of Affalfs, Sacred, and Ectleſia- 
Mica; as Well as Temporal and Civil, in this Na- 
Hon; might be a happy Means of bringing allt 
Faris of our old genuine Chriſtianity yo" ſuc 

u fait, openg and impartial Examifation, as T 
1 ere propos d, and endeavour d to exerapli- 
fy in theſe Papers; that ſo, Party, Faction, and 
Prejudice laid afide; all. honeſt and fober Chri- 
ſtians might,” in a peaceable- Männer, © unite toge- 
tht into fock Sie, for Promoting Primitive Chri- 

ſtianity, 


as © 


TTC ²˙ nN ʃ¼-ͤ õ — rr ͤ— wg, w WY TW OWO"W 3 WY V WEAOGOYY YT WWW w' 


Ty +; Lok 
| 1 of + n * 
R 
4 I + * — 1 2 8 
188 8 wo 1 * 
4 138 r "10 2 
1 * bad - bn 6. 5 
% \ * ME? » 
2 * "hr * m— 1 4 
a > 7 


(399 

fManity, as has been formerly exemplify'd- at my 
Houfe or, however, might jointly proſecute the 
ſame pious] Deſigns for the Diſcovery and Reſto- 
ration of the Pure and Holy Religion of dur Sa- 
viour Chriſt,” as it was once deliver d to the Saints, 
by ſuck other Chriftian Methods as they ſhould 
judge! might better tend ro the ſame excellent 
int 10, melee eich Fave V4 

It has hitherto been Your Lordſhip's great Glory 
td a ve ſupported and encourag'd that Church of. 
England in which you was educated ; and the 
orid has great Reaſon to believe, by your dai- 

Iy religious Attendance on the Church's Liturgy 
at: Home; as well as by. alike devout week- 
8 on the ſame publick Service at 
hureh ; either of which; in our Age, I am ſorry 


to ſay it; is but too uncommon in Perſons of your 


Lordſhip's Quality; that you are in earneſt in ſuch 
your Support and Encouragement thereof; or that 
you do it becauſe you believe this Church to be 
truly agrecable to the Primitive State of the Goſ- 
pel. Would it not therefore, My Lord, be fill 
more highly honourable for your Lordſhip, to be a 
Means of making a more careful Review of our 


Doctrine, Worſhip, Practice, and Diſcipline ?. 
the ſame Church, which has long been 
the Glory and Bulwark of the Proteſtant Religion, 
may firſt of all 

the qeſtibe exactly conform'd to the Perfection of 
the Chriſtian Settlement; and ſo may be the great 
Exemplar and Pattern of all the other Churches, 
as they become gradually ſenſible of the Neceſſity 
ſach a farther Reformation? All the modern 
Churehes, and among them our own, are, to be 


That o 
even in it's preſent imperfect State 


ſure; very unwilling to allow that they Rand in 
any great Need ofa farther Reformation. 
your Lordſfiip will 'taſily obſerve, that the learn- 


edd Members of every 6ne of theſe Modern Churches 
declare ſuch a farther Reformation to Be neceſſary 
in;all other Churches-biit. their own ;*fo am T've-- 
ry ſare that the truly Learned and Impartial of e- 
very one lof them, who have carefully compar'd- 
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roma very ly ur the Words with which, I fer- 
= merly ended * y fourth Volume 9 Primitive bien 

1 N faniry, Revie' : er, If 
—_ . - TG. hers albanaly appeals. 572 Huch and: 
Fanneſs. of. my. een Allertiong, Bere 
and elſeuhere, to e e WY 

18 ne r, Biſhop Potter; Waben Zhen 

7 King ork Iſaac Newt Dr. «ley Ds, Wes, 
— Dr. lots Be: Hare, Dr. 24arſpal, Dr. Waters" 
Mr. Gale, N. Reavec, and the: othet 
2 1 of Primitive Antiquity; 1 


of Truth and R 
2 5 WY Fairly and 6 Wal u they — | gr 


fer it. to dun common. Lord another Day, when no 12 


litical,, Prudential, or R eee 
In 


admitted againſt the plain 
Sincerity. £ 1 move e 
that they procure this whole. Matter to he Impag- 
tially and publicly examin d, as the ther- Fopiſ 
Doctrines were at the. Bens n of the FP wank 
tion; and, if the common Opinions aꝑpean not on- 
iy deſtitute of, but contrary to the 22 of. 
| Scripture and the. firſt Centuries, & ] ans fulhy per- 
- | ſmaded they will, that then. Care b ee Ta, 
them out of the Church; and to amend. and re- 
form all our publick a Creeds, and Artiel 
and reduce 4 ana all to the Primitive Standards. 
if alſo humbly move tha in Order to theſe and the 
1 | like Amendments and Improvements in aur Ecole - 
ff fiaftical Eſtabliſhment, the Pretenſions of chat 
1 wonderful. Book fiill. e extant; the Apoftolicel 
tations, be examin'd,, with the like Care, anl/i in- 
the ſame. publick. Manner : And, fo far as is-thall 


30, be. a genuine, uncorrupted, Apoſtol 
Work 8 with the n 
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rey then be allo its rr Ach in the Amend» 
ö ment of the Doctrine, Diſcipline, Governmient, 
Worſhip, and Canons of the Church; or mther 
| that it may intirely be admitted as an origi 
| Rule _ * yo thoſe Matters ay 10 N 
̃ ſtians, who believe them genuine, r 
| Main] uncorrupt, are 2 — oblig d to do: 
| eſpecially ſince the leaving theſe Conſtitutions, and 
- ſetting up other Doctrines and Orders in their 
| ſtead, ſeem to have been the very Cauſes of almoſt 
| all the Anti- chriſtian Corruptions of theſe laſt 
11200 or 1300. Years together. But if all theſe my 
Hhuoneſt and well- meant Endeavours and Deſires be 
| 5 rejected; and inſtead of any Reformation, I my 
ſell de tradue d, and abus d, and perſecuted, I can 
| only acquieſce in the Senſe of having ſincerely, 
with ſome Trouble and Hazard to my felf in this 
World, diſcharg'd my Duty; and patiently wait 
for my Reward in that which is to come. For as 
| to thoſe Auathema s, or Names of DNiftinRion and 
Reproach, which in this Caſe I muſt expect, I va- 
„fue them not at all: As having long accuſtom'd 
5 f h my Belief and my Life by 
dme crigiaa Sandards of Chriftianity, without Re 
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